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Council  Chambers 
Stalham. 
Norwich. 
NOR  35Z 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Health  Committee. 

Leidies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Report  for  the  year 

1961. 

The  Registrar  General  estimated  the  mid-year  population  as 
17,410  compared  with  17,950  in  the  previous  year.  There  were  212 
live  births  and  215  deaths  giving  a  natural  decrease  of  3.  There 
was  thus  a  small  movement  of  people  out  of  the  district. 

If  "Nothing  that  is  hiiman  is  foreign  to  medicine"  ,  then 
nothing  which  is  inimicable  to  the  welfare  of  man  and  which  might 
be  prevented  is  foreign  to  preventive  medicine. 

This  is  spreading  the  net  wide,  but  is  justification  for  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  making  comment  on  whatever  he  feels  is 
or  may  be  of  importance  to  the  health  and  well-being  of  the  people 
in  his  Area.  I  therefore  claim  your  indulgence  once  more  for 
comments  on  contemporary  life  as  seen  by  a  doctor. 

First  two  very  serious  topics  which  have  been  discussed  many 
times  previously  but  which  must  be  mentioned  again,  namely  cardio¬ 
vascular  diseases,  including  "coronaries"  and  "cancer"  including 
cancer  of  the  lung.  Again  these  were  the  principal  causes  of  death 
for  the  district  during  1961,  The  importance  of  a  high  animal  fat 
content  of  the  diet  as  a  cause  of  "coronaries"  is  debatable  and 
except  where  there  is  a  strong  family  history  of  the  condition,  it 
would  seem  to  be  sensible  and  health-giving  to  eat  a  diet  which 
contains  a  good  proportion  of  animal  fats.  An  excessive  quantity 
of  carbohydrate,  however,  that  is  sugar  and  starch,  is  undoubtedly 
harmful  in  many  ways  and  to  be  overweight  is  to  be  in  danger.  The 
protective  value  of  exercise  in  preventing  coronary  artery  disease 
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is  well  established »  The  exercise  should  be  regular  and  related 
to  the  individual's  age  and  capabilities ,  A  brisk  daily  walk  is 
an  excellent  thing  and  in  my  opinion  cannot  be  replaced  by  move¬ 
ments  about  the  house  or  in  and  out  of  cars,  however  busy  we  may 
be  in  the  home  or  at  work. 

There  can  surely  be  now,  no  thinking  person  who  doubts  the 
danger  of  heavy  cigarette  smoking  over  a  long  period,  particularly 
as  a  cause  of  lung  cancer.  Smoking  is  also  likely  to  lead  to 
chronic  bronchitis ,  and  evidence  is  accimiulating  that  it  can  lead 
to  heart  disease  and  poor  circulation,  while  it  has  been  known  for 
some  time  that  it  is  bad  for  people  with  "stomach  ulcers".  It  is 
recognised  that  to  break  a  life-long  habit  of  smoking  is  not  easy, 
and  the  main  target  must  be  the  prevention  of  young  people  starting 
to  smoke,  but  there  is  no  doubt  that  when  people  stop  smoking,  or 
reduce  their  consumption  of  tobacco,  they  thereby  reduce  the  danger 
to  their  health.  It  is  well  worth  while  making  the  effort,  however 
long  one  has  been  a  smoker.  Perhaps  some  day  the  dangerous  factor 
in  cigarette  smoke  will  be  discovered  and  eliminated,  but  that 
day  has  not  yet  arrived. 

Accidents  in  the  home,  and  on  the  roads,  and  in  this  district 
on  the  water,  continue  to  be  of  tragic  significance.  Much  is  still 
required  in  the  way  of  education  and  awareness  of  the  dangers  which 
lurk  in  every  home,  particularly  for  children  and  old  people. 
Accidents  on  the  road  are  almost  inevitable  in  an  industrial 
civilisation,  but  many  of  them  could  be  prevented  and  I  feel  that 
young  people,  in  particular,  must  be  protected  against  themselves 
by  legislation.  It  is  known  that  head  injuries  are  a  very  frequent 
cause  of  death  in  accidents  involving  motor  cycles,  yet  one  still 
sees  many  riders,  including  some  older  people  who  ought  to  know 
better,  not  wearing  crash  helmets.  These  lives  are  surely  too 
valuable  to  be  lost  through  the  foolhardiness  of  the  youngsters 
themselves,  and  surely  they  should  be  prosecuted  if  they  do  not 
wear  crash  helmets,  or  alternatively  high  powered  motor  cycles 
should  be  banned  from  the  roads? 

Fatal  accidents  on  the  water  are  not  so  numerous  considering 
the  number  of  people  at  risk,  but  every  year  there  are  deaths  from 
drowning  on  the  Broads  and  rivers,  and  in  the  sea.  Much  remains  to 
be  done  to  convince  the  folk  who  come  to  these  delightful  places 
for  pleasure  that  there  is  danger  in  carelessness ,  but  that  with 
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precautions  much  of  the  danger  can  be  eliminated.  I  am  glad  that 
the  Council  is  considering  in  what  ways  the  problem  can  best  be 
solved. 

One  of  the  most  important  measures  which  should  be  taken  is 
to  teach  as  many  as  possible  of  our  young  people  how  to  swim, 
preferably  up  to  life  saving  standard.  I  also  feel  that  they 
should  be  taught  the  modern  methods  of  artificial  respiration, 
namely,  mouth  to  mouth,  (or  preferably,  mouth  to  nose),  which  can 
be  carried  out  by  children  on  adult  victims  if  necessary. 

After  these  serious  topics,  it  is  almost  a  relief  to  turn  to 
the  subject  of  dental  care,  but  while  dental  decay  is  seldom  a 
direct  cause  of  death,  it  is  so  widespread  as  to  be  almost  universal 
in  the  younger  generation  and  by  the  very  size  of  the  problem  is 
extremely  serious.  Fluoridation  of  the  water  supply  is  a  well 
established,  effective  and  harmless  method  of  preventing  caries  in 
children's  teeth.  Until  fluoridation  is  carried  out  one  can  only 
concentrate  on  other  measures.  The  supply  of  dentists  is  quite 
inadequate  and  will  continue  to  be  so  unless  many  more  people  can 
be  persuaded  to  enter  the  profession.  Therefore  each  individual 
and  each  parent  must  strive  to  preserve  his  own  and  his  children' s 
teeth.  The  heavy  consumption  of  sweets  already  mentioned  above 
as  harmful  to  the  health,  has  *^nother  serious  charge  to  face  in 
the  way  it  has  damaged  the  teeth  of  the  young  ever  since  sweets 
became  freely  available  again  after  the  war.  Apart  from  reduction 
in  the  number  of  sweets  eaten  the  regular  cleaning  of  teeth  is 
essential.  Last  thing  at  night  should  be  an  invariable  rule,  also 
after  breakfast ,  and  indeed  after  every  meal  when  this  is  at  all 
possible.  When  it  is  not  possible  eating  a  raw  apple  or  raw  carrot 
after  food  serves  the  same  purpose.  One  still  meets  otherwise 
intelligent  people ,  who  if  they  clean  their  teeth  at  all  clean 
them  only  before  breakfast'. 

If  one  likes  the  taste  of  tooth  paste  mixed  with  cornflakes, 

I  suppose  there  is  no  objection  to  this  practice,  but  the  real 
purpose  of  cleaning  the  teeth  is  to  get* rid  of  bits  of  food, 
particularly  sugar,  and  the  most  important  times  are  at  night  and 
after  breakfast. 

Far  too  many  people  think  they  can  remain  healthy  only  if  they 
take  medicine.  This  idea  is  engendered  or  encouraged  by  some 
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proprietary  medicine  manufacturers  who  advertise  direct  to  the 
public  extravagant  or  subtly  misleading  claims  and  invent  non¬ 
existent  ailments  for  which  they  have  a  cure.  The  pressure  of 
advertisement  tempts  people  to  believe  that  they  have  something 
wrong  with  them,  when  they  are  merely  tired  or  suffering  from 
normal  ware  and  tear.  Education  as  to  what  really  constitutes 
health  and  how  to  preserve  it,  is  a  very  important  function  pf 
local  authorities. 

To  turn  to  well-known  subjects  previously  commented  on  in  the 
Annual  Report  -  subjects  which  are  of  continued  importance  and 
also  of  recent  topicality,  one  must  stress  the  importance  of  the 
immunisation  of  children  against  whooping  cough,  diphtheria  and 
tetanus,  and  poliomyelitis,  and  vaccination  against  smallpox. 
Immunisation  against  the  first  three  diseases  combined  is 
beginning  to  be  routine,  and  that  against  poliomyelitis  is  also 
increasing.  During  1961,  only  injections  were  available  and  a 
great  many  were  carried  out  in  this  Area,  including  the  fourth  or 
boosting  dose  for  children  between  the  ages  of  5  and  12,  during 
the  months  of  April  to  October,  After  then  this  booster  dose  was 
temporarily  discontinued. 

The  Minister  of  Health  has  specifically  asked  that  the 
Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  this  year 
should  indicate  whether  the  arrangements  for  Sewerage  and  Sewage 
disposal  in  the  district  are  reasonably  adequate  and  that  where 
they  are  not  the  Report  should  state  in  what  Areas  new  schemes  for 
sewage  disposal  are  urgently  needed.  In  this  District  sewerage 
schemes  are  urgently  needed  in  the  built  up  areas  of  the  larger 
parishes.  As  the  Senior  Public  Health  Inspector  mentions  in  his 
Report  the  parishes  of  Bacton,  Happisburgh,  Hickling,  Horning, 
Ludham,  Potter  Heigham,  Sea  Palling,  Sutton,  Worstead  and  the 
Eccles  part  of  Lessingham  need  early  attention.  The  needs  of 
Hoveton  are  also  urgent ,  but  for  this  parish  a  sewerage  scheme  is 
now  being  submitted  for  approval  to  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and 
Local  Government.  In  the  report  of  the  Senior  Public  Health 
Inspector  figures  are  given  of  the  amount  of  material  collected 
from  pail  closets,  and  cess-pools  and  similar  installations  during 
the  year.  One  figure  may  be  taken  from  his  Report  to  show  how 
serious  is  the  problem.  4:^  million  gallons  of  sewage  were 
collected  by  the  cess-pool  emptiers,  and  of  course  this  large 
volume  of  sewage  had  to  be  disposed  of  in  some  way  on  the  land. 
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The  Council  are  to  be  congratulated  on  the  provision  of  water 
supplies  and  the  major  part  of  the  Rural  District  is  now  well 
covered,  but  with  the  greater  availability  of  water  the  problem  of 
.sewerage  is  made  more  urgent. 

In  spite  of  the  Welfare  State ,  the  plight  of  many  old  people  is 
a  reproach  to  our  civilisation.  Much  has  been  done  for  them,  but 
much  more  remains  to  be  done.  The  majority  of  the  old  people 
themselves,  used  to  hard  conditions  and  hard  work  all  their  lives, 
adapt  themselves  to  the  circumstances  they  find  themselves  in  with 
great  courage  and  resource ,  but  there  are  a  few  who  become  over¬ 
whelmed  ,  in  particular  perhaps  elderly  men,  who  have  been  trying  to 
cope  with  a  solitary  existence  for  many  years.  Some  of  them  will 
accept  with  gratitude  the  care  offered  in  County  Homes  and  Hostels, 
but  there  are  others  who  cannot  tolerate  the  thought  of  going  to 
live  a  communal  life  with  their  contemporaries.  The  conditions  in 
their  own  homes,  however,  are  sometimes  so  bad  that  one  has  to 
contemplate  taking  compulsory  action  to  get  them  into  a  Home.  I 
sometimes  wonder  if  this  step  could  be  postponed  by  a  party  of 
volunteers  who  would  be  prepared  to  go  into  the  home  and  thoroughly 
clean  it  up,  after  which  it  might  be  possible  to  get  a  Home  Help  to 
work  there.  The  cases  I  have  in  mind  are  those  where  the  conditions 
have  deteriorated  to  such  an  extent  that  one  cannot  get  a  Home  Help 
to  go  in  without  some  preliminary  work  being  done.  In  this  Area  we 
have  no  organisation  which  we  can  call  upon  for  such  work. 

In  conclusion  I  should  like  to  thank  the  Chairman  and  Members 
of  the  Public  Health  Committee  for  their  continued  interest  in  the 
work  of  the  Department  and  the  staff  for  their  loyal  support  and 
efficiency  as  in  previous  years. 

I  have  the  honour  to  remain,  ladies  and  gentlemen 


Your  obedient  servant. 


August,  1962. 


G.R.  Holt by. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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SECTION  A. 


NATURAL  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS. 

AREA.  -  (in  acres)  70,017.  The  administrative  centre  of  the 
area  is  at  Stalham,  with  a  surrounding  district  which  is  entirely 
rural  in  character,  with  Agriculture  and  Dairy  Farming  as  the  main 
industry.  The  district  includes  a  large  area  of  the  Broads.  13 
miles  of  coastline  and  many  historical  villages  which  attract  many 
thousands  of  visitors  during  the  holiday  season. 

POPULATION,  The  Registrar-General  has  estimated  the 
popiilation  for  the  mid-year  1961  as  17,410  giving  a  population 
density  of  .25  per  acre. 

NUMBER  OF  INHABITED  HOUSES.  According  to  the  Rate  Book,  the 
number  of  Inhabited  Houses  in  the  district  is  6,735  the  Rateable 
Value  being£174 ,165 .  The  sum  represented  by  a  Penny  Rate  is 
£689,  13s.  5d. 


SUMMARY  OF  VITAL  STATISTICS. 


Area  in  acres 

Population  (Registrar-General's  mid-June  estimate) 
No.  of  Inhabited  Houses  according  to  Rate  Book 
Rateable  Value  . , 

Sum  represented  by  a  Penny  Rate 


70,017 
17,410 
6,735 
£174,165 
£689  13s  5d. 


Deaths  - 
Number  . , 

Rate  per  1 ,000  population 


Smallburgh 
R .D .C . 

215 

11.10 

(corrected) 


Live  Births  - 

Number  ....  , .  . .  . .  . .  212 

Rate  per  1,000  population  ..  ..  14.00 

(corrected) 


Illegitimate  live  births  per  cent,  of 

total  live  births  ..  ..  ..  3,7^ 

Stillbirths  - 

Numb  er..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ^ 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  stillbirths  13,9-5 


England 
and  Wales 


12.0 


17.4 


19,1 
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Sioinmary  of  vital  statistics.  (Contd) 

Smallburgh  England 

R.D.C .  and  Wale 

(last  year  the  number  of  still-births  was  6  which 
gave  a  rate  per  1 ,000  total  live  and  still-births 
of  29.4  compared  with  the  England  and  Wales  rate 
of  19.8.) 


Total  live  and  stillbirths .  215 

Infant  deaths  (deaths  under  1  year)  ..  ..  '  J5 

Infant  Mortality  Rates  - 

Total  infant  deaths  per  1,000  total  live 

births  . .  . .  . .  , .  . .  . .  23.58  21.6 

Legitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000 

legitimate  live  births  ..  ..  ..  •  24.51 

Illegitimate  infant  deaths  per  1 ,000 

illegitimate  live  births  . .  , .  . .  NIL 

Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  (deaths  under  4 

weeks  per  1,000  total  live  births)  ..  14,15  15.5 

Early  Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  (deaths  under 

1  week  per  1,000  total  live  births)  14,15 

Perinatal  Mortality  Rate  (stillbirths  and 

deaths  under  1  week  combined  per  1,000 

total  live  and  stillbirths)  ..  .,  27,90  32,2 

Maternal  Mortality  (including  abortion)  - 

Number  of  deaths  . .  , .  , ,  , ,  NIL 


Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  stillbirths  NIL 

DEATHS  FROM  SPECIAL  DISEASES  - 

Measles  (all  ages) 

Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ,,  . 

Enteritis  (under  2  years  of  age) 


Cancer  (all  ages)  ,,  ,,  ,,  .,  ,,  ..  33 

Tuberculosis  (all  ages)  .  1 


The  rates  given  for  England  and  Wales  are  all  provisional. 
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BIRTH  RATE,  DEATH  RATE,  ANALYSIS  OF  MORTALITY  AND  CASE  RATES 

CERTAIN  DISEASES  IN  THE  YEAR  1961. 


England 

Smallburgh 

&  Wales 

R.D.C.  (crude) 

BIRTHS  - 

Rates  per  1,000  population 

oo  oo  oo  oe  o«  o  o 

17.4 

12.18 

oo  oo  oo  oo  eo  ooo 

19.1(a) 

0.17/. 

13:95(a) 

DEATHS  - 

All  causes  . . 

12.0 

12.34 

Whooping  Cough 

0.00 

0.00 

Diphtheria  . . 

0.00 

0.00 

Tuberculosis 

0.07 

0.05 

Influenza 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  (including 

0.15 

0.05 

Polioencephalitis ) 

0.00 

0.00 

Pneumonia 

0.65 

0.57 

Coronary  Disease 

2.07 

2.24 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Lung,  Bronchus 

0.49 

0.29 

t 

Smallburgh  R . D . C . 

Rates  per  1 ,000  population 

NOTIFICATIONS  (corrected)  - 


NOTIFICATIONS  (corrected)  -  * - 

Typhoid  Fever  ..  ..  0.00 

Paratyphoid  Fever  ..  ..  0.00 

Meningococcal  Infection  ..  ..  ..  0.00 

Scarlet  Fever  .  0.23 

Whooping  Cough  .  2.35 

Diphtheria  0.00 

Erysipelas  ..  .  0.12 

Smallpox  .  . .  ..  0.00 

Measles  .  15.62 

Pneumonia  ..  ..  ..  ..  1.03 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  (including 

Polioencephalitis)  ..  0.00 

Food  Poisoning .  0.17 

Puerperal  Fever  and  Pyrexia  .  0.00 

Dysentery .  0.12 

Jaundice  . 0.12 


(a)  Per  1,000  Total  (Live  and  Still)  Births. 
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'INDIVIDUAL  CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 


Tubercxilosis  -  respiratory . 

Tuberculosis  -  other  . 

Syphilitic  disease  . 

Diphtheria  . 

Whooping  Cough 

Meningococcal  infections  . 

Acute  poliomyelitis  . . 

Measles  . 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 
Malignant  neoplasms  of  stomach 
Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 
Nalignant  neoplasm  of  breast 
Malignant  neoplasm  of  uterus 
Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 
Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 
Diabetes 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 
Coronary  disease  -  angina 
Hypertension  with  heart  disease 
Other  heart  diseases 
Other  circulatory  diseases 
Influenza 

Pneiimonia  . .  . 

Bronchitis 

Other  disease  of  respiratory  system 
Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 
Gastritis ,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 
Nephritis  and  nephrosis 
Hyperplasia  of  prostate 
Pregnancy,  childbirth  and  abortion 
Congenital  malformation 
Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

Motor  vehicle  accidents  . 

All  other  accidents 
Suicide 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 


Male  Female 
1 


2 

4 


14 

1 

8 

25 

3 

18 

3 

1 

7 

5 
2 

6 


2 


7 

2 

2 

1 


1 

1 

1 

10 


24 

n  ^ 
JL*± 

5 

19 

2 

3 

1 

1 


13 

1 

3 

2 


All  causes 


114  101 
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VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  THE  DISTRICT  FOR  1961  AND  PREVIOUS  YEARS. 
COMPARATIVE  TABLE  WITH  ENGLAND  AND  WALES  FOR  PAST  10  YEARS . 
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+  Exactly  half  of  this  figure  was  due  to  Prematurity. 


SECTION  B. 


GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  THE  HEALTH 

SERVICES . 

NATIONAL  HEALTH  SERVICE  ACT,  1946. 

Smallburgh  Rural  District  is  included  with  North  Walsham 
Urban  District  and  Blofield  and  Flegg  Rural  District  to  form  No.  1 
Area  of  the  Norfolk  County  Council  under  the  National  Health 
Service  Act  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  out  duties  for  which  the 
County  Health  Authority  has  accepted  responsibility.  The  duties 
include  Care  of  Mothers  and  Young  Children,  Midwifery  Service, 
Health  Visiting  Service,  Home  Nursing  Service,  Ambulance  Service, 
Vaccination  and  Immunisation,  Prevention  of  Illness,  Care  and 
After-Care,  Domestic  Health  Service  and  Mental  Health  Service. 

Some  of  these  services,  along  with  the  School  Service  in  the  area, 
are  the  responsibility  of  the  Area  Medical  Officer,  who  also  acts 
as  Medical  Officer  of  Health  of  the  three  County  Districts 
comprising  Area  No.  1  referred  to  above. 


There  are  three  Health  Visitors  and  seven  District  Nurses 
with  Centres  established  at  the  following  places 


INFANT  WELFARE  CENTRES. 


Catfield 

Hickling 

Horning 

Hoveton 


Village  Hall 
Village  Hall 
Village  Hall 
Village  Hall 


Stalham 
Swanton  Abbot 
Worst ead 


Church  Room 
Village  Hall 
Sir  Harold  Harms- 
worth  Memor.  Hall 


3rd  Thursday  each  month. 
1st  Wednesday  ”  " 

3rd  Monday  "  ” 

3rd  Wednesday  alternate 

months 

3rd  Wednesday  each  month 
3rd  Tuesday  "  ” 

1st  Friday  '*  ” 


VOLUNTARY  WEIGHING  CENTRES. 


Bacton 

The  Hall 

2nd 

Friday  each 

month 

East  Rust on 

The  Hall 

2nd 

Thursday  " 

tl 

Happisburgh 

Church  Room 

2nd 

Tuesday  '* 

II 

Scottow 

R.A.F.  Coltishall 

1st 

Monday  " 

II 
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A  doctor  attends  all  Clinics  where  there  is  an  attendance  of 
25  or  over. 

OTHER  TREATMENT  CENTRES. 


Treatment  Centres  are  established  as  follows 


Dental  Clinics 
Speech  Clinics 


Hoveton  S.M.  School 
2  sessions  weekly 


Stalham  S.M.  School 
2  sessions  weekly 
1  session  weekly 


GENERAL  WELFARE 


A  Welfare  Officer  with  established  offices  at  Stalham  and 
North  Walsham  has  maintained  contact  with  the  general  public 
throughout  the  year. 

Local  village  Old  People's  Welfare  Committees  have  organised 
Old  People's  Clubs  at  Potter  Heigham,  Hickling,  Bacton,  Catfield, 
Worstead,  Swanton  Abbot,  Stalham,  Felmingham,  Sea  Palling,  Ludham, 
Horning,  Hoveton,  Smallburgh  and  Dilham.  The  Welfare  Officer  is 
anxious  to  see  such  Clubs  established  in  all  the  villages  in  the 
area  and  he  is  only  too  willing  to  give  assistance  to  this  end. 

Contact  has  been  regularly  maintained  during  the  year  with 
the  Smallburgh  Rural  District  Council  Officers  and  especial*ly  with 
the  Clerk,  Public  Health  Inspector  and  Rent  Collector.  By  working 
together  it  has  often  been  possible  to  effect  very  satisfactory 
results,  especially  with  threatened  eviction  cases.  It  has  not 
been  necessary  to  provide  residential  accommodation  under  Part  III 
of  the  National  Assistance  Act  for  evicted  families  during  the 
year. 


The  Home  Help  Service  is  administered  from  the  Area  Local 
Health  Office,  Aspland  Road,  Norwich.  Applications  for  assistance 
are  addressed  to  the  Welfare  Officer  at  his  North  Walsham  Office. 
In  addition  to  cases  dealt  with  under  this  service,  the  Welfare 
Officer  was  able  to  arrange  for  other  cases  to  be  assisted  by 
obtaining  Domestic  Assistance  Allowance  from  the  National 
Assistance  Board. 

The  Welfare  Officer  is  also  the  Mental  Welfare  Officer  under 
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the  Mental  Health  Act  and  in  this  capacity  he  has  made  numerous 
domiciliary  visits  to  mental  defectives  living  in  the  community 
and  to  patients  discharged  from,  or  on  leave  from,  mental  hospitals. 

AMBULANCE  SERVICE. 


This  Service  is  operated  by  the  St.  John  Ambulance  Brigade 
and  British  Red  Cross  Society,  as  agents  of  the  County  Council. 

VACCINATION  AND  IMMUNISATION. 


This  service  is  also  the  responsibility  of  the  County  Health 
Authority  and  is  carried  out  by  general  practitioners  and  by 
Assistant  Coxmty  Medical  Officers. 

LABORATORY  FACILITIES. 


Facilities  for  Laboratory  investigations  are  to  be  had  at  the 
Public  Health  Laboratory,  Bowthorpe  Road,  Norwich,  who  are  the 
suppliers  of  lymph  for  vaccination. 

NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  (1948)  ACT.  SECTION  47.  (Removal  to  suitable 
premises  of  persons  in  need  of  care  and  attention). 

No  action  was  necessary  during  the  year. 
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SECTION  C. 


SANITARY  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 
(Contributed  by  the  Senior  Public  Health  Inspector). 

INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA. 


The  visits  and  inspections  made  by  the  Public  Health  Inspectors 
during  the  year  numbered  4,280»and  they  can  be  classified  as 


follows s- 

Nature  of  Visits  and  Inspections.  No . 


Dwellinghouses  for  defects  . 366 

Improvement  grants  . . 362 

Water  supplies  and  sampling  . .  398 

Caravan  sites  . . 639 

Factories  and  workplaces  . . .  59 

Infectious  diseases  . . . . .  51 

Verminous  persons  and  premises  . .  17 

Rats  and  mice  . . .  22 

Slaughterhouses  . . 803 

Butchers  shops  . . . . .  44 

Fish  shops  . 19 

Cafes  and  restaurants  ..........................  42 

Licensed  premises  . . 65 

Greengrocers  . . . . . . . .  22 

General  shops  . . . 97 

Bakeries  and  shops  . . . . .  19 

Dairies  and  milk  shops  . .  18 

Hotels  and  boarding  houses  ^  8 

Farms  for  sanitary  accommodation  . .  56 

Public  conveniences  . . 33 

Refuse  collection  and  disposal  .  547 

Sewage  disposal  works  . . 39 

Smoke  observations  . . 15 

Miscellaneous  . 539 


WATER  SUPPLY. 


During  1961  very  good  progress  was  made  in  the  laying  of  the 
mains  in  the  final  stages  of  the  Council's  water  supply  scheme. 

The  extensions  to  Barton  Turf  and  Instead  were  completed  in  May  and 
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20  miles  of  the  33  miles  contract  for  mains  in  various  parts  of  the 
district  were  laid  by  the  end  of  the  year.  The  extension  to 
Riverside  Road  and  the  Rhond  at  Hoveton  was  also  completed  by  the 
City  of  Norwich  Waterworks  Department  on  a  guarantee  basis.  237 
properties  were  connected  to  the  mains  during  the  year  making  a 
total  of  1,474  connections  in  the  past  four  years. 

No  trouble  was  experienced  with  the  supplies  of  water  from  the 
Council's  own  sources  at  East  Ruston  and  Catfield  of  which  full 
details  were  given  in  the  1957  report.  The  iron  removal  plant 
installed  at  Catfield  in  1959  has  proved  successful  and  little 
discolouration  is  now  noticeable  in  this  area  of  supply. 

Bulk  supplies  were  teiken  from  the  Norwich  City  mains  for  the 
parishes  of  Barton  Turf,  Dilham,  Swanton  Abbott  and  Worstead  and 
from  the  Erpingham  mains  for  the  new  supplies  to  Felmingham, 

Skeyton  and  part  of  Swanton  Abbott.  Bulk  supplies  are  being  given 
to  the  North  Walsham  Urban  District  Council  at  Felmingham  and  to 
the  Blofield  and  Flegg  Rural  District  Council  at  Potter  Heigham. 

The  figures  given  below  show  that  during  1961  there  was  a 
substantial  increase  in  the  amount  of  water  consumed  but  it  was  not 
necessary  during  the  year  in  the  Council's  statutory  area  of  supply 
to  restrict  supplies  in  any  way  as  the  bores  and  pumps  were  at  all 
times  capable  of  meeting  the  demand.  In  that  part  of  the  district, 
however,  which  is  in  the  Nor’wich  statutory  area  of  supply  restric¬ 
tions  were  imposed  on  the  watering  of  gardens  with  hose  pipes. 


Consumption  in  Millions  of  Gallons. 

1956  1957  1958  1959  1960  1961 

33.2  33.0  48,0'  60.3  71.3  85.8 

The  Catfield  and  East  Ruston  sources  of  supply  were  sampled 
for  bacteriological  examination  after  chlorination  at  least  once  in 
each  week  throughout  the  year,  and  no  trouble  was  found  at  the 
sources  -but  three  samples  from  private  taps  in  dwellinghouses 
revealed  very  minor  contamination  from  the  roof  storage  tanks.  The 
sources  of  trouble  were  eliminated  after  thorough  cleansing  of  the 
private  systems.  Neither  sources  of  supply  are  liable  to  give 
plumbo-solvent  action.  Details  of  the  samples  taken  during  1961 
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and  the  results  obtained  can  be  summarised  a#“^ollows;- 


Chemical 

Examination 

Bacteriological 

Examination 

Result 

Private 

Public 

Private 

Public 

Supply 

Supply 

Supply 

Supply 

Satisfactory 

- 

3 

27 

179 

Unsatisfactory 

- 

- 

29 

3 

All  new  mains  laid  during  the  year  were  thoroughly  cleansed 
and  chlorinated  and  satisfactory  bacteriological  reports  obtained 
before  the  mains  were  brought  into  use.  In  all  161  samples  were 
taJcen  for  this  purpose. 

Information  about  the  properties  supplied  with  mains  water  is 
given  below  but  in  assessing  this  information  it  should  be  noted 
that  two  of  the  tappings  contracts  for  the  new  mains  had  not  been 
completed  at  the  end  of  the  year  and  also  that  there  are  a  number 
of  properties  still  off  the  route  of  the  mains  which  cannot  take  a 
supply  and  also  many  owners  of  larger  properties  and  some  seaside 
dwellings  have  their  own  deep  bore  supplies.  Many  of  the  heredita¬ 
ments  shown  in  each  parish  do  not  require  a  supply  of  water. 

The  information  relating  to  the  Norwich  City  statutory  area  of 
supply  has  been  kindly  '’given"  by  the  City  of  Norwich  Waterworks 
Engineer  and  Manager. 
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Parishes  served 

Estimated  number 

of  hereditaments 

Estimated  resident 

population 

Number  of  proper¬ 

ties  with  supply, 
(not  metered) 

Number  of  proper¬ 

ties  served  with 
standpipes . 

Number  of  metered 

supplies. 

Number  of 

schools  supplied. 

NORWICH  CITY 

STATUTORY  AREA 

ASHMANHAUGH 

54 

140 

30 

4 

1 

HORNING 

349 

770 

240 

1  + 

31 

1 

HOVETON 

648 

1410 

473 

45 

2 

NEATISHEAD 

192 

440 

102 

7 

1 

SCOTTOW 

230 

1250 

162 

9 

9 

1 

SLOLEY 

71 

200 

39 

4 

1 

SMALLBURGH 

143 

380 

91 

12 

1 

TUNSTEAD 

162 

520 

119 

- 

18 

1 

BULK  SUPPLY  AREAS 

BARTON  TURF 

160 

330 

79 

2 

10 

1 

DILHAM 

114 

300 

.  54 

5 

1 

FEliilNGKAM 

149 

370 

31 

— 

SKEYTON 

86 

200 

5 

— 

1 

STN ANTON  ABBOT 

135 

310 

85 

13 

WESTTNICK 

53 

140 

2 

1 

4 

WORSTEAD 

281 

700 

142 

- 

17 

1 

CATFIELD 

SUPPLY  AREA 

CATFIELD 

238 

660 

143 

36 

1 

HICKLING 

305 

770 

217 

1 

27 

1 

LUDHAM 

355 

960 

186 

6 

22 

1 

POTTER  HEIGHAM 

296 

660 

122 

80  + 

23 

1 

STALHAM 

515 

1170 

408 

15+ 

32 

2 

SUTTON 

170 

450 

87 

- 

17 

1 

+  Includes  Public  Drinking  Fountains.  Building  and  temporary- 
supplies  are  excluded  from  the  above  figures. 
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BACTON 

516 

820 

256 

— 

35 

3 

BRUMSTEAD 

30 

70 

3 

1 

EAST  RUSTON 

190 

450 

115 

5 

24 

1 

HAPPISBURGH 

463 

880 

347 

2 

27 

1 

HONING 

123 

300 

41 

— 

4 

1 

HORSEY 

53 

170 

36 

1  + 

10 

INGHAM 

134 

370 

111 

1-. 

21 

1 

KNAPTON 

105 

270 

68 

1 

7 

1 

LESSINGHAM 

239 

270 

43 

— 

14 

1 

PASTON 

106 

280 

68 

— 

6 

SEA  PALLING 

252 

460 

173 

2+ 

30 

1 

SWAFIELD 

110 

300 

64 

1 

9 

TRUNCH 

141 

340 

80 

— 

10 

WITTON 

140 

300 

74 

2 

8 

- 

+  Includes  Public  Drinking  Fountains.  Building  and  temporary 
supplies  are  excluded  from  the  above  figures. 
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SHWERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL. 


Stalham,  parts  of  the  village  of  Sutton  and  Swanton  Abbott  and 
22  Council  housing  estates  are  still  the  only  areas  of  the  district 
with  main  sewerage  schemes.  Elsewhere  the  majority  of  the  higher 
and  medium  rated  properties  have  individual  disposal  units  by  way  of 
cesspools  or  septic*  tanks  and  soakaways  whereas  the  greater  niomber 
of  the  lower  rated  dwellings  are  without  any  drainage  and  are 
served  by  earth  closets. 

Many  of  the  individual  disposal  units  mentioned  above  do  not 
function  satisfactorily  and  with  the  ever  increasing  availability  of 
mains  water  sewerage  schemes  are  becoming  a  virtual  necessity 
particularly  in  the  built-up  areas  of  the  larger  villages.  The 
parishes  of  Bacton,  Happisburgh ,  Hickling,  Horning,  Ludham,  Potter 
Heigham,  Sea  Palling,  Sutton  and  Worstead  and  the  Eccles  part  of 
Lessingham  need  early  attention  in  addition  to  Hoveton  for  which 
parish  a  sewerage  scheme  is  now  being  submitted  for  approval  to  the 
Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government. 

COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL  OF  REFUSE. 

The  improved  and  extended  refuse,  nightsoil  and  cesspool  emptying 
scheme,  described  fully  in  the  report  for  1960,  continued  to  operate 
reasonably  satisfactory  during  the  year  under  review.  Very  heavy 
calls  on  the  cesspool  emptying  and  refuse  collection  services  during 
the  summer  months  were  overcome  without  much  difficulty  but  overtime 
had  to  be  worked  to  enable  the  emptiers  to  keep  up  with  the  demand 
for  the  clearance  of  cesspools.  Particularly  in  the  winter  months, 
during  times  of  heavy  rain,  disposal  difficulties  arose  with  the 
contents  of  cesspools. 

During  1961  the  n\amber  of  loads  collected  by  the  cesspool  emptying 
vehicles  increased  by  nearly  15%  to  4,219  with  the  number  of  gallons 
removed  totalling  nearly  4-|-  million.  The  following  information 
about  the  year's  cesspool  emptyings  will  be  of  interest 
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No .  of 

Cesspools  Emptied 

No .  of 

Loads  Removed 

No .  of 

Loads  Chargeable 

Private 

1566 

(1414) 

2287 

(1739) 

770 

(482) 

Council 

770 

(722) 

1932 

(1852) 

1398 

(1293) 

Total 

2336 

(2136) 

4219 

(3591) 

2168 

(1775) 

The  1960  figures  are  given  in  brackets 


24  men  with  two  holiday  relief  loader  drivers  for  the  summer 
period  were  engaged  on  these  services  and  the  vehicles  travelled 
116,387  miles  and  used  11,523  gallons  of  petrol  and  diesel  oil. 

The  vehicles  in  use  at  the  31st  December  were  as  follows 

4,  1,000  gallon  diesel  cesspool  emptiers  with  nightsoil  attachments. 

3,  12  cubic  yard  diesel  refuse  collection  vehicles. 

4,  10  cubic  yard  petrol  refuse  collection  vehicles  (one  spare). 

1,  10  cubic  yard  refuse  trailer  (at  Potter  Heigham  Bridge). 

1,  Fordson  Major  diesel  tractor  with  bucket  and  blade. 

PUBLIC  CONVENIENCES . 


The  public  conveniences  at  Bacton,  Hoveton  and  Walcott  were  in 
use  throughout  the  year  except  for  short  spells  in  January  and 
February  when  they  were  closed  to  prevent  damage  by  frost.  The 
Stalham  conveniences  were  completed  in  July  and  those  at  Happisburgh 
in  December.  The  combined  takings  from  these  conveniences  during 
1961  amounted  to  £344.  Os.  3d.  Negotiations  proceeded  during  the 
year  for  the  purchase  of  the  conveniences  adjacent  to  the  Lifeboat 
Public  House  at  Sea  Palling  and  a  site  was  agreed  with  the  Blofield 
and  Flegg  Rural  District  Council  for  the  erection  of  public 
conveniences  near  the  bridge  at  Potter  Heigham  to  serve  the  needs 
of  visitors  and  others  to  both  rural  districts.  Minor  damage  was 
again  caused  to  all  conveniences  by  irresponsible  members  of  the 
population. 

The  conveniences  at  many  of  the  public  houses  in  the  coastal 
and  broads  parishes  were  once  again  made  available  to  the  public  by 
the  brewery  companies  and  their  licensees. 
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COMPLAII^S  AND  NUISANCES. 


110  complaints  were  received  during  1961  and  of  these  101  were 
found  to  be  justified  and  the  necessary  action  taken  by  way  of 
visits,  letters,  etc.  to  obtain  the  abatement  of  the  nuisances 
found.  Two  complaints,  not  the  concern  of  the  Rural  District 
Council,  were  passed  on  to  the  authorities  concerned. 

PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949. 

The  Council's  full-time  rat  catcher  again  carried  out  in  a 
satisfactory  and  competent  manner  his  work  of  investigating 
complaints  and  carrying  out  routine  inspections  and  treatments  of 
dwelling-houses,  shops,  factories,  agricultural  holdings,  refuse 
tips  and  sewage  disposal  plants  for  the  clearance  of  infestations 
of  rats  and  mice. 

During  1961  the  following  visits  and  treatments  were  made:- 


Number  of  properties  inspected  2,302 
Number  of  properties  found  to  be  infested  803 
Number  of  pre-baits  laid  18,584 
Number  of  poison  baits  laid  13,912 
Total  number  of  visits  .  5,187 


Payments  made  to  the  Local  Authority  for  the  services  of  this 
employee  at  business  properties  amounted  to  £46.  7s.  6d. 

THE  CONTROL  OF  CAMPING  AND  MOVEABLE  DWELLINGS. 


The  full  impact  of  the  Caravan  Sites  and  Control  of  Development 
Act,  1960  was  felt  during  the  year  under  review;  71  site  licences 
being  issued  for  302  caravans  of  which  44  were  for  permanent 
residential  occupation.  At  the  31st  December  there  were  still  41 
applications  to  be  dealt  with  for  licences  covering  293  caravans, 
either  awaiting  the  result  of  appeal  on  the  service  of  discontinuance 
orders  or  the  observations  of  the  County  Planning  Department .  -The 
majority  of  caravan  site  operators  co-operated  very  readily  with  the 
department  in  improving  the  conditions  of  their  sites.  No  over¬ 
crowding  on  sites  occurred  but  minor  infringements  of  the  Act  did 
arise  from  the  occasional  use  of  unlicensed  sites  by  touring  caravans. 


23 


COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES = 


There  are  no  registered  common  lodging  houses  in  the  rural 
district , 

NOISE  ABATEMENT  ACT,  1960. 


No  complaints  were  received  requiring  action  under  this  Act 
during  1961. 

STORAGE  OF  PETROLEUM  SPIRIT. 


There  were  150  premises  storing  102,940  gallons  of  petrol  in 
use  in  the  district .during  1961  for  which  £84.  2s.  6d.  was 
received  by  way  of  fees.  147  visits  were  made  to  these  premises 
during  the  year  to  ensure  that  the  installations  were  being 
maintained  up  to  the  standard  required  by  the  memorandum  issued  by 
the  Home  Office  a  year  or  two  ago. 
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SECTION  D. 


UOIiriNg  .,  • 

(Contributed  by  the  Senior  Public  Health  Inspector) 

HOUSING  AND  PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACTS. 

The  summarised  details  below  show  the  work  of  the  department 
in  this  field  during  1961:- 


No.  of  dwellings  inspected  under  the  Housing  and  Public 

Health  Acts  . . .  139 

No.  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  . .  366 

No.  of  dwellings  found  unfit  for  human  habitation  ....  14 

No.  of  defective  dwellings  made  fit  by  informal  action  114 

No.  of  defective  dwellings  made  fit  by  formal  action  .  2 

No.  of  dwellings  represented  to  the  Council  as  unfit  .  14 

No.  of  dwellings  in  respect  of  which  demolition  orders 

were  made  . 8 

No.  of  dwellings  demolished  . 0 

No.  of  dwellings  in  respect  of  which  closing  orders  were 

made  . . . ’. . .  5 

No.  of  dwellings  in  respect  of  which  undertakings  were 

accepted  . . 1 

No.  of  dwellings  closed  . 3 

No.  of  dwellings  reconstructed  and  demolition  orders 

revoked  .  1 

No.  of  dwellings  repaired  and  closing  orders  cancelled  1 

No.  of  dwellings  repaired  and  undertakings  cancelled  .  1 

No.  of  families  re-housed  from  unfit  dwellings  .......  7 

No.  of  persons  re-housed  from  unfit  dwellings  .  21 

No.  of  certificates  of  disrepair  issued  . . 0 

No.  of  cases  of  overcrowding  abated  .  0 


IMPROVEMENT  GRANTS. 

The  number  of  properties  for  which  approval  fpr  grant  was 
given  in  1961  is  ten  less  than  that  for  1960  but  the  number 
completed  was  in  excess  of  the  number  for  the  previous  year.  A 
programme  for  the  improvement  of  the  Council  houses  was  started 
during  1961.  Details  of  the  grants  given  to  private  owners  are 
as  follows ;- 
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Type  of 

Grant 

No .  of 
Applica¬ 
tions  . 

No. 

Approved 

Value  of 

Grants 

Approved 

No. 

Completed 

Value  of 
Grants 

Paid 

Discretionary 

29 

25 

£7  ,777 

54 

£14,949 

Standard 

49 

49 

£3,170 

31 

£3,599 

Total 

78 

74 

£10 ,947 

85 

£18 ,548 

COUNCIL  HOUSES, 


During  1961  twelve  Council  bungalows  of  the  small  type 
suitable  for  occupation  by  aged  persons  or  newly  married  couples 
were  completed  and  occupied.  The  Council  at  present  owns  1,373 
dwellings  as  follows 


1919  Assisted  Scheme  . .  ,  .  .  ,  .  , . ,  .  . , ,  . . . . .  48 

1923  Acts  . 6 

1924  Acts  .  .  .  .  o  . . . . .  . .  412 

1931  (Rural  Authorities)  Act  . . . . . . .  28 

Slum  Clearance  . . . 58 

1936  Act  (Overcrowding)  ...  ..o .....  . . . .  34 

1938  Act  (Overcrowding  and  Slum  Clearance)  . .  3 

(Accommodation  of  members  of 

aggregate  population)  . 19 

Not  subsidised  . . 83 

1946  Act  ( a)  Permanent  . . . .  632 


(b)  Aluminium  bungalows  ..................  50 

1,373 
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SECTION  E. 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 
(Contributed  by  the  Senior  Public  Health  Inspector) . 

SLAUGHTERHOUSES . 


The  construction  regulations  made  under  the  Slaughterhouses 
Act,  1958,  came  into  operation  in  the  district  on  1st  July,  1961, 
under  an  order  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food. 
Both  the  slaughterhouses  in  use  were  licensed  and  satisfactorily 
malntedned  throughout  the  year  although  improvements  will  shortly 
be  necessary  to  the  lairage  of  the  smaller  slaughterhouse. 

Late  in  the  year  an  approach  was  made  to  the  department  about 
the  conversion  of  the  old  brewery  at  Trunch  into  a  rabbit 
slaughterhouse.  The  proposal  envisaged  the  slaughtering  of  2,000 
to  4,000  rabbits  per  week  followed  by  the  necessary  dressing, 
packing  and  freezing  processes.  Correspondence  ensued  with  the 
Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food  and  it  was  decided  that 
licensing  of  the  premises  would  be  necessary  under  the  Slaughter¬ 
houses  Act,  1958.  Complete  modernisation  of  the  old  brewery  was 
taking  place  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

MEAT  INSPECTION. 


24,470  animals  were  slaughtered  and  the  resulting  carcases  and 
offal  inspected  at  the  two  slaughterhouses  in  use  in  the  district 
during  1961.  This  figure  being  a  further  new  record  for  the 
district  with  a  rise  of  approximately  3,000  over  the  figures  for 
1960.  100  per  cent  Inspection  was  again  obtained  by  803  visits  to 

the  slaughterhouses;  this  only  being  possible  by  overtime  both  on 
weekdays  and  on  Saturdays  and  Sundays.  5  tons.  6  cwts.  56  lbs,  of 
meat  and  offals  were  found  unfit  for  human  consiamption  but  the 
quality  of  the  carcases  passing  through  the  slaughterhouses  was 
again  found  to  be  of  very  high  standard. 

No  difficulty  was  experienced  with  the  disposal  of  unsound 
meat  and  offals  as  a  firm  from  outside  the  district  made  regular 
visits  to  the  larger  slaughterhouse  and  collected  the  condemned 
material  for  processing  and  manufacturing  into  animal  foods  and 
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fertilizers.  The  small  amount  of  unfit  meat  and  offals  from  the 
smaller  slaughterhouse  not  visited  by  this  contractor  was  collected 
and  buried  on  the  Council's  refuse  tips.  The  arrangements  made  for 
dealing  with  carcases  affected  by  Cysticercosis  of  which  there  were 
9  during  1961  were  the  same  as  outlined  in  the  report  for  1960. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  eleven  slaughtermen  licensed 
by  the  Rural  District  Council  for  the  killing  of  various  classes  of 
animals . 

Details  are  given  in  the  following  table  about  the  inspection 
of  carcases  and  offal  at  the  various  slaughterhouses  in  the 
district , 
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CARCASES  AND  OFFAL  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED  IN  WHOLE  OR  IN  PART. 
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OTHER  FOODS. 


During  1961  the  amount  of  food,  other  than  meat  and  offal  at 
slaughterhouses,  found  unfit  for  human  consumption  was  very  small 
consisting  of  279  tins  of  various  foodstuffs,  251bs.  ham  and 
16^1bs.  of  bacon. 

During  the  fruit  season  a  complaint  was  received  of  possible 
damage  to  a  raspberry  crop  by  spraying  operations  in  an  adjoining 
field.  Specimens  of  the  raspberries  submitted  to  the  Public 
Analyst  showed  that  there  has  been  no  contamination  of  the  crop. 

FOOD  PREMISES. 


Conditions  were  found  to  be  generally  satisfactory  at  the  food 
premises  in  the  district  during  1961  but  a  number  of  improvements 
were  carried  out.  308  visits  were  made  to  the  225  food  premises 
which  can  be  classified  as  follows s- 

Bakeries  2  Cafes  and  Restaurants  25 

Butchers'  Shops  14  Grocers  and  General  Stores  114 

Fish  Shops  8  Licensed  Premises  62 

MILK  AM)  DAIRIES  REGULATIONS . 


18  \dsits  were  made  to  the  dairies ^and  milk  shops  in  the' distric 
and  conditions  were  found  to  be  generally  satisfactory.  There  were 
at  the  31st  December  44  persons  registered  for  the  distribution  of 
milk  in  the  rural  district. 

ICE  CREAM. 


The  number  of  premises  registered  for  the  sale  and  storage  of 
ice  cream  rose  to  91  during  the  year  under  review  being  an  increase 
of  16  over  the  figures  for  1960.  Only  one  of  the  premises*  is 
registered  for  the  manufacture  of  this  type  of  food.  112 
inspections  were  made  of  the  premises  where  storage  takes  place, 

PRESERVED  FOODS. 


During  1961  51  inspections  were  made  of  €he  14  premises 

registered  for  the  preparation  and  manufacture  of  preserved  foods. 
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SECTION  F. 


PREVENTION  OF  AND  CONTROL  OF 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 


NOTIFICATIONS  (Corrected). 

No. 

No. 

Scarlet  Fever 

4 

Dysentery 

2 

Whooping  Cough 

41 

Erysipelas 

2 

Measles  . 

272 

Food  Poisoning 

3 

Acute  Pneumonia 

18 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

- 

Jaundice  . 

DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION. 

2 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

The  following  is  the  number  of  primary  immunisations  and 
booster  injections  given  during  the  last  five  years  in  respect  of 
Area  1. 


Year 

Primary  Injections 

Booster 

Inj  ections 

Totals 

Under 

1 

t 

Age 

1-4 

Age 

5-14 

Under 

5 

Age 

5-14 

1961 

580 

77.6 

113 

309 

49 

1,700 

2,751 

1960 

463 

67 

175 

238 

37 

1,046 

1,959 

1959 

358 

50 

64 

15 

20 

■  53 

510 

1958 

305 

44 

61 

9 

53 

55 

483 

1957 

312 

45 

118 

86 

63 

543 

1,122 

VACCINATION  AGAINST  SMALLPOX . 


Vaccination  of  children  (under  5  years  of  age)  during  the 
last  five  years  in  Area  No.  1. 


1957 

1958 

1959 

1960 

1961 

No.  of  live  births 
registered 

685 

694 

713 

692 

748 

No.  of  vaccinations 
recorded  (0-4  years) 

445 

449 

375 

445 

475 

Percentage  vaccinated 

65fo 

65% 

53% 

64% 

63 . 5% 
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VACCINATION  AGAINST  POLIOMYELITIS . 


The  following  is  the  number  of  primary  immunisations  and 
booster  injections  given  in  Area  No.  1  since  the  introduction  of 
the  scheme  in  1956. 


PRIMARY 

BOOSTER 

(3) 

BOOSTER (4) 

Year 

Children 

under 

15  yrs. 

Adults 

Total 

Children 
under 
15  yrs. 

Adults 

Children 
5-11  yrs 

Total 

1961 

1,112 

1,570 

2,682 

835 

1,130 

3,526 

5,491 

1960 

786 

1,201 

1,987 

1,400 

2,102 

3,502 

1959 

1,759 

2,311 

4,070 

5,793 

1,231 

— 

7  ,024 

1958 

6,665 

225 

6,890 

1,707 

- 

1,707 

1957 

1,166 

- 

1,166 

— 

— 

— 

1956 

167 

- 

167 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Totals 

11,655 

5,307 

16,962 

9  ,735 

4,463 

3  ,526 

17,724 

TUBERCULOSIS . 


The  following  are  the  Mortality  Rates 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  Mortality  Rate  0.05  per  1,000  pop. 
Non-pulmonary  "  ”  "  0.00  " 

NUMBER  OF  CASES  OF  TUBERCULOSIS  ON  REGISTER 


AT  31st  DECEMBER.  1961,  AND  DECEMBER.  I960. 


Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Total 

Males 

Fern. 

Males 

Fern. 

Males 

Fern. 

31st  December,  1960 

36 

29 

18 

17 

54 

46 

31st  December,  1961 

32 

34 

19 

18 

51 

52 
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COMPARATIVE  FIGURES  FOR  THE  NOTIFICATION  OF  TUBERCULOSIS 


PULMONARY  TUBERCULOSIS . 


NOTIFICATIONS. 


1961 

1960 

1959 

Ages 

Males 

Fem. 

Males 

Fem. 

Males 

Fem. 

0-  1  year 

- 

- 

- 

— 

— 

— 

1-  5  years 

- 

1 

- 

- 

— 

- 

5-10 

— 

— 

— 

* 

— 

— 

10-15  •* 

— 

— 

* 

15-20  *• 

1 

1 

— 

— 

20-25  " 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

25-35  •• 

1 

— 

2 

.  . 

35-45 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

45-65  *' 

- 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Over  65  years 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

Totals 

2 

4 

4 

1 

1 

1 

NON-PULMONARY  TUBERCULOSIS. 


NOTIFICATIONS. 


1961 

1960 

19E 

)9 

Ages 

Males 

Fem. 

Males 

Fem. 

Males 

Fem. 

0-  1  year 

- 

- 

- 

— 

— 

* 

1-  5  years 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

5-10  '• 

— 

— 

— 

* 

— 

10-15  " 

- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

15-20  •' 

* 

— 

— 

— 

20-25  •' 

— 

— 

— 

— 

25-35  ” 

— 

— 

<— 

35-45  ’• 

— 

— 

45-65  " 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Over  65  years 

.  - 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Totals 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


MEASLiES  o 


Once  again  Measles  provided  by  far  the  greatest  niomber  of 
notifications  of  infectious  diseases  received.  This  year  there 
were  272  cases  notified  compared  with  127  last  year  (231  in  1959) . 
Work  is  still  proceeding  in  the  United  States  and  this  country  on 
the  production  of  a  suitable  vaccine  against  this  disease.  The 
first  vaccine  produced  was  that  of  a  live  attenuated  measles  virus, 
but  although  effective,  this  seemed  to  cause  undesirable  side 
effects.  More  recently,  an  inactivated  measles  virus  vaccine  has 
been  produced,  and  clinical  trials  have  been  undertaken  in  the 
U.S.A.  and  it  certainly  seems  to  be  effective  also,  with,  in  this 
case,  no  serious  reactions  after  its  use.  Unfortunately,  there 
are  still  some  disadvantages ,  including  the  fact  that  it  must  be 
given  by  injection  and  as  the  new  oral  poliomyelitis  vaccine  can 
be  given  by  mouth,  the  public  may  become  weary  of  immunising 
inj  ections . 

WHOOPING  COUGH. 


41  cases  were  notified  compared  with  29  last  year.  Although 
some  cases  of  this  disease  still  occur,  I  am  sure  that  their 
numbers  will  become  less  as  immunisation  with  the  "triple”  vaccine 
becomes  a  routine  for  all  babies.  Also  the  vaccine  seems  to  be 
preventing  the  serious  lung  complications  which  used  to  make  this 
complaint  probably  the  most  dangerous  infectious  disease  of 
childhood. 

PNEUMONIA. 


18  cases  were  notified  compared  with  6  last  year.  Older 
people  will  remember  that  a  diagnosis  of  this  disease  was  at  one 
time  almost  a  death  sentence.  The  position  is  very  different  now 
with  modern  treatment  and  the  modern  generation  is  not  unduly 
perturbed  when  the  doctor  makes  a  diagnosis  of  pneumonia. 
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SCARLET  FEVER . 


4  cases  were  notified  compared  with  15  last  year.  This  is  a 
welcome  reduction  but  is  not  a  true  indication  of  the  number  of 
cases  of  streptococcal  infection  occurring.  Recently  there  has 
been  a  big  increase  in  the  number  of  cases  of  rheumatic  fever  in 
children,  which  is  due  to  a  streptococcal  infection.  We  had 
thought  that  this  condition  was  almost  defeated,  but  the  germ 
evidently  requires  a  great  deal  more  attention  that  it  has  been  re¬ 
ceiving.  It  is  responsible  also  for  cases  of  acute  nephritis. 

ERYSIPELAS . 


2  cases  were  notified,  the  same  as  last  year.  These  cases 
should  be  linked  with  those  of  scarlet  fever  as  the  same  germ  is 
responsible . 

DYSENTERY. 


2  cases  were  notified,  the  same  as  last  year,  but  this  is 
perhaps  not  a  true  indication  of  the  niimber  of  cases  in  the 
community  as  not  all  cases  of  diarrhoea  are  reported  to  the  doctor 
and  recurring  attacks  of  this  complaint  will  be  with  us  while 
hygiene,  particularly  in  connection  with  food, is  not  as  complete 
as  it  ought  to  be. 

INFECTIVE  HEPATITIS,  (infective  Jaundice) 

2  cases  were  notified  compared  with  one  last  year. 
POLIOMYELITIS . 

It  is  a  very  great  pleasure  to  report  that  for  the  third 
year  in  succession  no  cases  were  notified. 

TUBERCULOSIS . 


6  new  cases  of  pulmonary  and  one  of  non-pulmonary  disease 
were  notified  compared  with  5  of  pulmonary  last  year.  The  home 
circumstances  of  all  new  cases  are  investigated  by  members  of  the 
staff  of  the  Chest  Clinic. 
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FACTORIES  ACT,  1957  TO  1959. 


PART  I  OF  THE  ACT. 


lo  -  INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors), 


Number 

Number  of 

Premises 

on 

Register 

Inspections 

Written 

notices 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(l)  Factories  in  which 
Sections  I,  2,  3, 

4  and  6  are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local 
Authorities 

4 

4 

(2)  Factories  not 
included  in  (l) 
in  which  Section 

7  is  enforced  by 
the  Local 

Authority 

76 

48 

4 

(3)  Other  premises 
in  which  Section 

7  is  enforced  by 
the  Local 

Authority 
(excluding  out¬ 
workers'  premises) 

15 

4 

TOTAL 

95 

56 

4 

- 
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2.  -  Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found  - 


Number 

of  cases 

were 

in  which 
found 

defects 

Number  of 
cases  in 

Particulars 

Found 

Remedied 

Refer 
To  H.M. 
Inspec¬ 
tor 

red 

By  H.'m. 
Inspec¬ 
tor 

which 

prose¬ 

cutions 

were 

instituted 

Want  of  cleanliness 
(S.l) 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

- 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable 
temperature  (S.3) 

Inadequate 
ventilation  (S.4) 

Ineffective  drainage 
of  floors  (S.6) 

1 

Sanitary 

Conveniences  (S.7)  - 
(a)  Insufficient 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 
defective 

4 

2 

(c)  Not  separate  . 
for  sexes 

Other  offences 
against  the  Act 
(not  including 

Offences  relating 
to  Outwork) 

TOTAL 

4 

2 

- 

- 

- 

During  1961  there  were  only  two  recorded  Outworkers  in  the  district 
engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  Xmas  Crackers  and  Sweet  Boxes.  The 
conditions  of  the  Ourworkers  premises  were  satisfactory. 
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